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A BRITISH BASEBALL FANZINE

ERQM_LITTLE ACORNS...

¥ell, with just a few weeks of the season gone, LINEDRIVE ! is
proud to anncunce that commencing with this issue, it is now
available in twe wversions, the initial London Warriors version,
with it's empbasis on National League matters, and a new Caterham
Athietics version, concentrating more on BBF Sowuthern League
Division Twa.

In an effort to provide more varied coverage, your intrepid editor
scoured London for regional newspapers 1n the hopes of digging out
more baseball news. Sadly it was not as fruitful as had been haped,
but we can at least offer bouquets to the Croydon Advertiser and
Evening Argus papers who provide caoverage of three different teams
each, and a hearf{y boo aand hiss to the others, who just don't know
what they are missing.

CGLASHORT & THE EDE

In the Ewening Argus, I was staggered to read that Arun Panthers
next opponents in the Third Round of the BBF Cup would be the
reigning National League Champions,Nottingham Hornets. Now either
the contributor to the Evening Argus got it wrong, or the BBF have
decided, like the former Soviet Union, to have a go at totally
ignoring reality. All I have to say is logk what it did for the
Soviet Union !

RECOVERED

The LINEDRIVE ! graphics depariment, (alsc known as Rex Phillips),
has been busy designing a new two-tone cover, with a punningly
goad front page, {(can you spot 1t 7)), and an historically
interesting back page.

The diamond presently shared by the Croydon Blue Jays and Croydon
Pirates, is built on the site of the old Croydon Airport, and it
was on that alrport, that Charles Lindbergh landed in his Spirit of
St Louis in 1927, Overleaf we have printed an extract from 'Classic
Ocean Liners', Vol i by Frank O Braynard.
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The world remembers Charles Lindbergh for hig pioneering solo
flight to Paris. A few days after that historic flight, the
Leviathan's baseball team was playing the London Americans in
London. Let engineer Eddie Jones tell what he remembered bhappening
that day:
¥We were winning. The stands were filled. Suvddenly everyone
paused because a deep humming sound couvld be heard over the
London iraffic noises, We looked up and there were four dark
green bombers in close formation. British bombers, In the
middle, sparkling in the sunlight, was a tiny objfect. Suddenly
we all realized what it was., It was Lindbergh in his ‘Spirit
of St Louis’. The bombers had picked him up and were
escorting him to Croydon. The stands emptied in seconds and
everyone waved and cheered like mad,

REEQRTS & SCORES -~ PART ONE
EBF National League Sunday 24th May

Essex Arrows at Leeds City Royals Game 1 1-3
Game 2 1-5

Arrows put up a valiant fight at the league leamders, bolding the
Royals to their lowest scaores this season. Ray Browning pitched
vwell for Leeds, restricting the Arrows scoring, and it was
Brawning's three run homer in the fifth that finally settled game
two,

Fational League Sunday 24th May
London Warriors 16 Birmingham Devils ©

Varriors continued their winning ways on their first league visit
to the Devils, The game had a stormy ending, in several senses, as
the match was called in the 8th under the slaughter rule.

Birmingham protested that +the game should have continued the
distance, but darkening storm clouds added their volce to the
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LONDOR W¥ARRIORS - STAIS 30/5/92
AB Hits Avrge RBIS RUNS 2B 98 MR SB HP SF SC BB SO SLE  0BA

Thompson 12 116,86 8 6 300001 0 3 01,070,824
Vard, Darrin 27 170,630 9 16 2 0 0 0 0 0 } 1 20,704 0,642
Dodue!l 19 100,56 9 9 4000 20 0 2 00,778 0,636
Smith 10 5050 4 21 0006 0O 0 3 20,6000,6I5
Brown 22 110,50 17 13 2 1 4 0 ¢ 7 0 § 11,227 0,571
Murphy 13 5028 2 806000 00 010 40,385 0,652
Heidecker 19 7038 6 6 3 0 0 00 0 0 3 20,56 0,455
Bloonf ield 22 70318 6 122 0 0 0 0 0 010 70,409 0,53
Atwond 19 50,23 6 9200000 0 9 50,3680,500
Geddas % 6029 5 5200000 0 0 70,3080,2%
Snulders E 10,200 2 20600 0 F 0 0 1 00,200,429
Yard, Dean 17 20118 3 3 0000 ¢ 0 0 ) 30,180,167
Martinez 5 00000 0 0000 ¢ 0.0 0 1 200000162

Scores per innipg 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Total
Opponents 1 58212 4§ 000 15
London Warriers 12011 9 22119 1 0 N

Economy seems to be the Warrior watchword, with nearly every hit
matched by an RBI, Justin Brown is the man witk the bat, taking all
the honours for all the Warrior three-basers and homers, whilst
Brad Thompsen leads the batting average and on base percentage,
and is second only to Justin Brown for the slugging figures. Kevin
¥urphy, Harry Atwood and Alan Bloomfield, have collected 29 walks
between them.

The charecteristic Warrior surge 1is borne out by the run figures
for innings 6 and 7, when Varriors usually kick into gear, and so
far this season, have left opponents trailing, and with strong
closing pitching preventing any runs in the late innings, it is no
surprise that Varriors approach the end of May with a 6 tc 1 run
ratio.

(figures compiled by Alan Swith & Brad Thompson, London Varriors)
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National lLeague Sunday May 3lst

L11213141016)17]8191RI

Croydon Blue Jays|11012t010]0190)0(0t3)
London Warriors 1010IQIQfAIQILJ1I1XI9)

Vince Martinez clocked up a win over Jamie Heather when a Warriers
surge in the bottom of the third crushed Blue Jays battling spirit,
The final humiliation for the Canadian pitcher came when he walked
Bloomfield with the bases loaded to allow Smith the sixth run of
the inning.

However, the introduction of Keith Vilesmith on the mound reduced |
the Varrior run rate, and Blue Jays took defensive play of the .4
match in the bottom of the fourth when Stankovits (2B}, threw to
Hogge (SS) who relayed to Heather (1B} to double play Thompson and
Dodwell,

Justin Brown took over on the mound in the top of the seventh, and
pitched his 8th, 9th and 10th innings in the National League -
without a hit conceeded,

NATIORAL LEAGUE STANDINGS — WEEK © 30/5/92 .-

¥n Lt Pcent GB
London Warriors 6 0 1L.000 -
Enfield Spartans 5 01,000 %
Cambridge Knights 3 2 .600 2%
Croydon Blue Jays 4 3 .D71 2%
Birmingham Devils 2 4 .333 4
Essex Eagles 1 6 .143 5%
Reading Bulldogs 0 6 .000 6

All contributions to LINEDRIVE ! are most welcome and shouwld be
addressed %o :- B
PHIL RCSS, FLAT 2 'THANESCROFT®, SELBORNE RCAD, CROYDON, CRO 5JQ

Tel 081 688 2966 (eves only} -~ -












